Recent advances in chronic pulmonary aspergillosis.
Chronic pulmonary aspergillosis (CPA) is a slowly progressing pulmonary syndrome caused by Aspergillus spp. Specific knowledge regarding the disease entity, diagnosis method, and management is needed. This review focuses on the recent advances in our understanding of CPA. A new clinical disease entity of chronic progressive pulmonary aspergillosis consisting of chronic necrotizing pulmonary aspergillosis and chronic cavitary pulmonary aspergillosis is proposed. Although newer antifungals are not available, evidence describing the treatment of CPA is accumulating. Longer administration of azoles is required for a better prognosis, but there is a risk of inducing azole resistance. Therapeutic drug monitoring and patient education are required. Establishing a drug-susceptibility test that can be performed in the general laboratory and the referral center are also important. Although the number of publications regarding CPA is growing, there are still many unanswered questions. Additional evidence and translational research regarding diagnosis, management, and drug resistance are urgently needed to improve the outcome of CPA.